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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 7/26/2006, is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Application/Control Number: 10/551,043 
Art Unit: 4147 



Pages 




Application/Control Number: 1 0/551 ,043 Page 4 

Art Unit: 4147 

• a casing member (20) adapted to form a compartment for containing and 
surrounding an article (12) tlierein, the casing member (20) defining an opening 
portion for the article to pass there through when being inserted into or removed 
from the compartment (Column 3, Lines 32-36); and 

• a closure member (62) for selectively closing the opening portion to 
maintain the article enclosed in the casing member (20); 

• wherein the casing member (20) further defines an access port (80) which 
selectively communicates with the compartment (Column 3, Lines 56-69) 

5. In re claim 2, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a packaging 
device: 

• in a non-trial mode, the access port (80) is closed so that the article can 
be completely covered and enclosed in the casing member (20) when the closure 
member (62) closes the opening portion; and 

• in a trial mode, the access port (80) is opened by the user to reach the 
article (12) contained in the compartment 

6. In re claim 3, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a packaging 
device: 

• the access port (80) is sized to prevent the enclosed article (1 2) from 
being removed there from during normal use 

7. In re claim 4, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a packaging 
device: 

• the access port (80) self closes until it is forced open 
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8. In re claim 5, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a packaging 
device: 

• the casing member (20) surrounding the access port (80) is made of a 
flexible material 

9. In re claim 6, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a packaging 
device: 

• the casing member (20) surrounding the access port (80) is at least 
partially reinforced 

1 0. In re claim 7, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a packaging 
device: 

• at least a portion of the casing member (20) is made of transparent 
material (Column 3, Lines 23-29) 

11. In re claim 8, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a packaging 
device: 

• the casing member (20) is formed by one or more wall members (22, 24, 
26) 

12. In re claim 9, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a packaging 

device: 

• the casing member (20) is formed by an integral wall member (22, 24, or 
26) 

13. In re claim 10, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a 
packaging device: 
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• the access port (80) is formed by overlapping said one or more wall 
members (22, 24, 26) 

14. In re claim 1 1 , with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a 
packaging device: 

• a casing member (20) adapted to selectively enclose and surround an 
interior chamber for containing at least one article (1 2) (Column 3, Lines 32-36); 
and 

• an access mechanism (80) formed in the casing member (20) selectively 
operable by a user to move between a first position which forms an opening 
communicating with the interior chamber and a second position which prevents 
communication with the interior chamber (Column 3, Lines 56-69) 

15. In re claim 12, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a 
packaging device: 

• the access mechanism (80) is sized and configured to allow a user to 
access and feel the at least one article (12) and prevent the user from removing 
the at least one article (12) from the packaging device (10) 

16. In re claim 13, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a 
packaging device: 

• the access mechanism (80) self closes until it is forced open 

17. In re claim 14, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a 
packaging device: 
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• a casing member (20) adapted to enclose and surround an interior 
chamber for containing at least one article (12); and 

• an access mechanism (80) formed in the casing member (20), the access 
mechanism (80) being sized and configured to allow a user to access and feel 
the at least one article (12) and prevent the user from removing the at least one 
article (80) from the packaging device (10) 

18. In re claim 15, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a 
packaging device: 

• the access mechanism (80) self closes until It is forced open 

1 9. In re claim 16, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a 
packaging device: 

• the casing member (20) surrounding the access port (80) is made of a 
flexible material 

20. In re claim 17, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a 
packaging device: 

• the casing member (20) surrounding the access port (80) is at least 
partially reinforced 

21 . In re claim 18, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a 

packaging device: 

• at least a portion of the casing member (20) is made of transparent 
material (Column 3, Lines 23-29) 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/551 ,043 Page 8 

Art Unit: 4147 

22. In re claim 19, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a 
packaging device: 

• the casing member (20) is formed by one or more wall members (22, 24, 
26) 

23. In re claim 20, with reference to Figure 2 and 3, Sauer '096 discloses a 
packaging device: 

• the access port (80) is formed by overlapping said one or more wall 
members (22, 24, 26) 

Conclusion 

24. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Bisbal et al. (US PG Pub 2001/0054569 A1) discloses a display 
and carrying package. Jones (US 5,967,327) discloses an article suspension package 
system and method. Grosskopf et al. (US 5,944,188) discloses a sample package. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JENINE M. PAGAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3216. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Nguyen can be reached on (571 ) 272-4491 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jenine M Pagan 
Examiner 
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